Cucurbitaceae Family
VARIETIES



Cucurbitaceae family

Cucurbitaceae tribe

A. Cucurbita - pumpkins and squash
Benincaseae tribe

B. Citrullus —watermelon

C. Cucumis-cucumbers and melons

D. Lagenaria—gourds

Sicyoeae tribe /
E. Luffa-loofah 4
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So we are going to work our way through this list of some of the cucurbits


Cucurbitaceae family

Cucurbitaceae tribe

A. Cucurbita - pumpkins and squash
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Presentation Notes
Native of south America





A. Cucurbita Genus

1.Cucurbita maxima
2.Cucurbita moschata

3.Cucurbita pepo
4.Cucurbita argyrosperma (formerly C. mixta)

5.Cucurbita ficifolia

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026 \


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are considering 5 species in this genus


1 Cucurbita maxima

. - L
Soft, round &
corky stem, not

thickened at apex

1. Qld Blue
2. Qld Blue

3. Qld grey
4. Pumpkin harvest 2024

‘V

round to reniform
leaves that are only
shallowly lobed, if at
all, borne on 5-20 cm
long petioles, often
rough and prickly, thin
and wider than long

white, tan or
brown thick seeds
with cream-
coloured margins
and a thin
cellophane

coating

Words based on: H ttps://www.seedsavers.org.au/wiki/cucurbits-introduction and Weaver 1997

1. STEM 2. LEAVES 3. SEEDS 4. FRUIT

Generally, the‘ big
pumpkins
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Cucurbita, in Latin, means “gourd” and maxima means “greatest, largest”

= big pumpkins

From south america


https://www.seedsavers.org.au/wiki/cucurbits-introduction
https://www.seedsavers.org.au/wiki/cucurbits-introduction
https://www.seedsavers.org.au/wiki/cucurbits-introduction

urbita maxima pumpkins

Atlantic Giant Jarrahdale (Grey)

Australian Butter Kabocha
Baby Blue Lakota Squash
Banana Marina di Chioggia
Big Max Queensland Blue
Bohemian Red Kuri
Buttercup Rouge vif D’Etampes
Crown Prince Sweet Grey/Grey Crown
Galeux D’Eysines Triamble
Golden Nugget Turban
Hubbard Windsor Black

Ironbark

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Lots of different varieties are grown


Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

Photos

1. pumpkin_orange autumn_harvest. round_harvesting vegetables-§

1. Atlantic Giant

Despite huge size is
still good to eat

2. Australian Butter

5" A Iw \f’ N
Rare Australian
heirloom pumpkin
with pale orange
skin

80541.jpg!d (1200x675)

2. https://davd

sgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/348407

3. https://www

.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-baby-b

ue-seeds

copyright Alison Haw

3. Baby Blue

Cross between
Seminole + Hubbard
Blue from USA 1970,

small to medium blue-
grey sweet pumpki

thorn 202
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https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-baby-blue-seeds
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-baby-blue-seeds
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Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

4. Banana

Photos
4. mine

5. https://abseg¢ds.com.au/all-productsivegetable/pumpkin-burgeq

Big pink or blue
skinned, good keeper

Small, round, green
pumpkin with cup at

s-buttercup/

6. https://thew

pksoflife.com/how-to-grow>kabocha-squash/

5. Buttercup

Delica

base

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202

6. Kabocha

4
Bl e

Japanese variety, green
skinned and very
sweet orange flesh

with thin skin
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https://abseeds.com.au/all-products/vegetable/pumpkin-burgess-buttercup/
https://abseeds.com.au/all-products/vegetable/pumpkin-burgess-buttercup/
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Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

7. Galeux D’Eysines 8. Golden Nugget 9. Marina di Chioggia

Also called Peanut Pumpkin, Bush variety, heavy Italian heirloom
French heirloom meaning
‘embroidered with warts' from producer, ready to
'Eysines' a small city in the south eatin 2 months or
west of France. Warty skin store for a year,
mild flavour,
Photos
7. https://www.thelostseed.com.au/pumpkin/ up tO 1 kg
8. https:// wwin.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-hugget
9. https://www.thelostseed.com.au/marina-di-chioggia
copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-nugget
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-nugget
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-nugget
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-nugget
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/pumpkin-golden-nugget

Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

10. Red Kuri 11. Hubbard 12. lronbark

Japanese heirloom, Orange and Blue Rare, Australian
Baby Red Hubbard, varieties, South heirloom variety
Potimarron or Hokkaido, American heirloom ~1850’s, hard, thick

brilliant red-orange, dating to 1800’s skin needs an axe for

medium sized, tear-drop the first cut

shaped fruit with thin edible
Photos skin, nutty flavour

10. https://www.thelostseed.com.au/red-kuri
11. https://hagpinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
12 https://wwW.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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? Hubbard is hybrid of Cucurbita pepo and Cucurbita máxima?

https://happinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
https://happinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
https://happinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
https://happinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
https://happinesspumpkin.com/varieties-of-pumpkins/
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark
https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-ironbark

Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

et =

Blue Hokkaido French heirloom French heirloom

New Zealand heirloom from 1700’s, large, predating 1820,
from Whangaparoa deep red/orange orange turban
Bay, keeps well fruit shape on top of

colourful bas

Photos
13. https://marshallsgarden.com/preducts/pumpkin-crown-princejseeds-10202477
14. https://wWww.thelostseed.com.au/rouge-vif-detampes/

15. https://Www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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? Hubbard is hybrid of Cucurbita pepo and Cucurbita máxima?
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https://www.thelostseed.com.au/rouge-vif-detampes/
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/rouge-vif-detampes/
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Turks-cuc

Cucurbita maxima pumpkins

Photos:

16. Big Max

Red-orange skin nearly
round massive sized
fruit

16. . https://Mpww.edenseeds.com.au/RProduct-Info-Seeds?produc

17. https://w
18. https://w

ww.localseeds.com.au/product/windsor-black-pumg

17. Lakota Squash

Rare Native

American winter
squash, medium-
sized pear-shaped

=pumpkin-big-max

kin/

Ww.josheseeds.com.au/shop/p/lakota-squash-pumpkin-seeds-organic-heirloom-variety-x8

copyright Alison H

18. Windsor Black

Very rare Australian heirloom
pumpkin from 1800’s. Round
fruit with large, strong ribs
and smooth rind that starts
green and darkens as matur

awthorn 202
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https://www.josheseeds.com.au/shop/p/lakota-squash-pumpkin-seeds-organic-heirloom-variety-x8
https://www.localseeds.com.au/product/windsor-black-pumpkin/
https://www.localseeds.com.au/product/windsor-black-pumpkin/
https://www.localseeds.com.au/product/windsor-black-pumpkin/
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https://www.localseeds.com.au/product/windsor-black-pumpkin/

C. maxima Australian Blues

19. Jarrahdale 20. Queensland Blue 21. Triamble

i - . . Triangle, Tristar,
Australian heirloom dating - €  Bumok
heirloom, from ; amrock pmpkin,
th of P ’ th. WA back to 1920’s, rare Australian
South or Fertn, long keeper heirloom dating back
to 1820’s, storeup t
Photos
19. . ttps:/qwww.diggers.com.au/products/pumpkin-jarrahdale
20 mi
21 .nl::’lc?pes://lgoodgourds.com/ultimate—squash—guide/#triamble—sq Llash copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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https://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/121972
https://www.diggers.com.au/products/pumpkin-jarrahdale
https://www.diggers.com.au/products/pumpkin-jarrahdale
https://www.diggers.com.au/products/pumpkin-jarrahdale
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash
https://goodgourds.com/ultimate-squash-guide/#triamble-squash




A. Cucurbita Genus

Cucurbita moschata

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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2 Cucurbita moschata

Various fruit forms
Very hard, hairy and Large, rough and Small, beige and ﬂ(bell—shaped,
slightly angular stem prickly to the touch, have a darker beige attened round
that flares usually have white margin shaped or have
noticeably at the blotches at the vein
fruitend intersections

Butternut seeds
https://www.seedsavers.org.au/wiki/cucurbitstintroduction /

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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From China or central America
Thrive in hot humid climates


Futsu

ack JAP

c du Maroc

Butternut Pumpkin
Calabaza
Crookneck
Dickinson
Gramma

bita moschata pumpkins

Kent (J.A.P.)
Kikuza
Long Island Cheese
Lunga di Napoli
Musquee de Provence
Violina

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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The winter squash varieties in this species are also known as grammas instead of pumpkins


Photos

Cucurbita moschata pumpkins

1. Black Futsu
Eﬁ: ~ "‘ 2 ‘

Rare Japanese
heirloom, deeply ribbed
small to medium thin-
skinned fruit, they
change from black to
orangy-brown as they
mature

1. https://wwwithelostseed.com.au/black-futsu

2. https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-blanc-du-maroc

2. Blanc du Maroc
- .

Heirloom variety
from Morocco,
medium-sized and
acorn shaped

3. https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/preducts/pumpkin-butternut-seeds

3. Butternut

Waltham, pear-shaped
fruit to 30cm with smooth
light brown skin. Ready to
eat in 3 months

don’t store well

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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Waltham Butternut originated in Boston in the early 1930's

https://www.thelostseed.com.au/black-futsu
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/black-futsu
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Cucurbita moschata pumpkins

4. Calabaza

3 A

Or Calabash

Need long warm
growing season

Photos

5. Crookneck

4 !w
(\‘r | 9

Relative of
butternut, high
yielding

4. https://neeraseg¢ds.com/products/calabaza-seeds-for-planting-104-pcs
5. https:// www.puinpkinpatchesandmeore.org/varieties-of-pumpkins-fnaster-Llist.php

6. https://tomorrowseeds.com/products/dickinson-pumpkin

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202

6. Dickinson

pe

0 i PR

merican heirloom
variety used to
make 95% of
canned pumpkin in
USA, Nearly round,
medium to large
elongated frui
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Dickinson make 95% of canned pumpkin in USA
Also known as Kentucky field pumpkins
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https://www.thelostseed.com.au/wrinkled-butternut-csb-a
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/wrinkled-butternut-csb-a

Cucurbita moschata pumpkins

Photos
7. https://www.ede

Heat tolerant, typically
egg/pear-shaped, with
smooth yellow to rusty
orange skin that
deepens in colour as
they mature

8. Kent (JAP)

Australian heirloom
from late 1800’s,
mature late autumn,
sweet, store well

nseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=puinpkin-gramma

8. https://abseeds.

com.au/

9. https://fairdinkumseeds.com/products-page/vines-and-climbers-of-every-sort/black-jap-pumpkin-cucurbita-

moschata-seeds/

9. Black JAP

Rare, deep green to
black skin and
occasional pale
patches and
striping, variable
size, disease

resistant

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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JAP  “Just Another Pumpkin” sweet
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https://fairdinkumseeds.com/products-page/vines-and-climbers-of-every-sort/black-jap-pumpkin-cucurbita-moschata-seeds/
https://fairdinkumseeds.com/products-page/vines-and-climbers-of-every-sort/black-jap-pumpkin-cucurbita-moschata-seeds/
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Cucurbita moschata pumpkins

Photos
10. Kikuza — See

Japanese variety
produces many small,
flattened fruit with a
slightly spicy flavour

j Savers Connect

11. Pumpkin Seé

ds — Epic Gardening

12. . https://true

11. Long Island Cheese

Eastern American
heirloom variety

Orange to brown
medium sized fruit

loveseeds.com/products/lunga-di-napoli-winter-sqguash-1

12. Lunga di Napoli

| A
| et

Naples Long Squash
Huge winter squash
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https://www.seedsavers.org.au/2025/10/16/kikuza/
https://www.seedsavers.org.au/2025/10/16/kikuza/
https://shop.epicgardening.com/collections/pumpkins
https://shop.epicgardening.com/collections/pumpkins
https://shop.epicgardening.com/collections/pumpkins
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Photos

13. https://wwwltheseedcollectioh.com.au/pumpkin-musquee-de-

Cucurbita moschata pumpkins

13. Musquée de Provence

Southern France
heirloom, large, tan
coloured, heavily
ribbed found fruit

14 mine

15. https://wwwlthelostseed.com.au/

14. Tromboncino

Zucchetta rampicante
From Liguria, Italy

Buff-coloured sweet
flesh

brovence-p

copyright Alison K

15. Violina

h . N >

Italian heirloom,
medium to large fruit
shape resembles
violin. Also called
Wrinkled Butternut

awthorn 202
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https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/pumpkin-musquee-de-provence-p
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/

rbita moschata squash

Aehobak
Tromboncino

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



Cucurbita moschata squash

CLTHN

Zucchetta

Mild, sweet flavour Trumpet Zucchini
Mild flavour

Curl grown on ground

Straight on trellis

Photos
1. https://whitwamorganics.com/products/squash-meot-jaeng-i-ae-korean
2. https://www.gardensall.com/tromboncino-trombone-squash/

3. copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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Left to mature zucchetta is a winter squash or pumpkin





A. Cucurbita Genus

1. Cucurbita maxima
2.Cucurbita moschata
3.Cucurbita pepo

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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N

3 Cucurbita pepo
st

Hard, furrowed stem Dark green rounded- cream coloured with a Pumpkins usually have
with five distinct triangular, prickly white margin bright orange skin
angles, hard and leaves with 5-7 irregular Squash
thickened at the lobes on 6-9 cm long

junction of the fruit. petioles, thin, harsh Skin white, yellow or

5 sided, prickly stem textured, 3-7 lobes, No tendrils on bush grgen

marginally toothed, 20- varieties
35 centimetres (8-
14 in) wide

Mine

https://www.seedsavers.org.au/2025/08/01/curcubita-spp/
https://ar.inspiredpencil.com/pictures-2023/cucurbita-pepo-seeds
mine [ ison Hawthorn 2026
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Vary widely in fruit appearance
They originate from the Americas

https://www.seedsavers.org.au/2025/08/01/curcubita-spp/
https://www.seedsavers.org.au/2025/08/01/curcubita-spp/
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https://ar.inspiredpencil.com/pictures-2023/cucurbita-pepo-seeds

a pepo — PUMPKINS (Winter Squash)

Acorn
ata (Bohemian, Sweet Potato Squash)
Jack Be Little
Kamo Kamo (Kumikumit)
Pepita varieties (Kakat)
Sugar Small (New England Pie)
Sweet Dumpling

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Pepita = seeds are hull-less or naked


Photos

1. https://www.pumpkinpatchesandmore.org/varieties-of-pumpkins-master-list.php

2. mine

3. https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product-Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-jack-be-little

Cucurbita pepo pumpkins

Native to Mexico,
bush or semi-bush
vine

Heirloom from 1890’s,
cream-colored
cylindrical fruits
striped in green or
orange, can last 3
months

Orange ribbed skin &
flattened small fruit

4. Atlas of Living Australiahttps://bie.ala.org.au/species/https://id.biodiversity.org.au/node/apni/2909084

Kamo Kamo,
heritage variety
introduced to NZ
in late 1800’s,
ridged round fruit

copyright Alis

horn 2026
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Orange ribbed skin & flattened fruit.
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Cucurbita pepo pumpkins

6. Sugar Small 7. Sweet Dumpling

o
\ K ot
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Kakai, hulless (naked) New England Pie Small bushy plant,
seed, harvest pumpkins Heirloom from 1800’s, small fruit, white
S e ary flattened globe-shaped with green striped
and fruit goes from green to 30cm, good for <kin widre Mt
to Streaky yellOW. COlleCt pumpkln pie, pl’OlifiC I
seed immediately. orange flesh
Photos
5. mine

6. https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Small-Sugar
7. https://www.edenseeds.com.au/Product:Info-Seeds?product=pumpkin-sweet-dumpling

Hawithorn 2026
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Pepita means “little seeds of squash” in Spanish, dry them to eat raw or roast or fry them

https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Small-Sugar
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Small-Sugar
https://www.theseedcollection.com.au/Pumpkin-Small-Sugar
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curbita pepo- SQUASH

Bennings Green Tint
Cocozelle
Early Summer
Marrow
Patisson Blanc
Scallop (Pattypan)
Spaghetti Squash
Yellow Crookneck
Zucchini (Courgette)

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Plant spaghetti squash and zucchini and collect open pollinated seed and next year you will have stringy zucchinis


Cucurbita pepo var clypeata squashes

1. Pattypan squash 2. Bennings Green Tint 3. Yellow Bush Scallop

Heirloom from Chinese
1914. Pale green to heirloom. Oval-
grey button, shaped fruit, harvest
scalloped fruit when change from
green to yellow and’<
Photos: 9 cm d|

1. https://www.thelostsced.com.au/bennings-greeh-tint
2. hitps://www.liveeatlearn.com/types-of-zucchini
3. hitps://www.thelostseed.com.au/yellow-bush-sgallop
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Scallop group
Flying saucer shaped summer squashes
White, yellow and green and 2 coloured

https://www.thelostseed.com.au/bennings-green-tint
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/bennings-green-tint
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/bennings-green-tint
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https://www.thelostseed.com.au/yellow-bush-scallop

Cucurbita pepo squashes

Photos:
4. https://w\
5. https://he
seeds-1824
6. https://wy

b

k-

py yellow-
skinned fruits with a
narrower bent neck

Long, bum

Ww.everwilde.comi/search.html?g=crookneck
ritageharvestseed.com/products/vegetable-marrow-
Cc-pepo

vw.themerchantbaker.com/how-to-cook-spaghetti-

squash/

4. Crookneck Squash

Originated in England in
1800’s, C. pepo var.
fastigata
Resemble large zucchinis

Tender eaten young <
12cm, peel older fruit

6. Spaghetti squash

v\ -

Chinese heirloom.

Oblong-shaped, yellow
fruit with stringy flesh

copyright Alisor

) Hawthorn 2026
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Cucurbita pepo squashes c.pepo ver.

cylindrica

s O
ltalian heirloom
variety that is dark
green with lighter

green stripes

Phot
7. ht
8. ht

DS:

Pale green skin
variety

s://www.australianseed.com/shop/item/zucchini-cocozelle-cucurbita-pepo

s://www.liveeatlearn.com/types-of-zucchini/

9. mi|1e

 Socorelie M " canins
S Zucchini

Black Beauty

Nt Alison Hawthorn 2026
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curbita pepo- GOURDS

Crown of Thorns
Tiny Bottle

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Plant spaghetti squash and zucchini and collect open pollinated seed and next year you will have stringy zucchinis


Cucurbita pepo gourds

1. Crown of Thorns

Ornamental gourd, 10 Ornamental gourd, 10
cm diameter in variety cm long, edible when
of colours young

Photos:
1. https://www.theseedeollection.com.au/gourd-crown-of-thorns-p
2. https://veggiegardenseedsicom Jau/products/tiny-bottle-gourd-seeds

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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A. Cucurbita Genus

4.Cucurbita argyrosperma (formerly C. mixta)

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026 \
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4 Cucurbita argyrosperma (mixta)

1. STEM 2. LEAVES 3. SEEDS 4. FRUIT

hard, hairy, is five

angled and flares

out slightly at the
fruitend

Round, large,
hairy, palmate

L. https://www.seedsavers.org.au/
. PlantFiles Pictures: Japanese Pie Pun

\pkin, Pipian, Cushaw Pumpkin, Silver-3

—

_ i g m—y
B

white or tan
and thin

cellophane
coating

“silver seeds”

Good to eat!

eed Gourd 'Mrs. Aquillard's

Cushaw Squash' (Si=Cucurbitasargyrosperma</i>) by scirpidiella

3. https://garden.org/plants/view/679098/Winter-Squash-Cucurbita-mixta-Pipian-from-Tuxpan/

4. Baker Creek Heirloom Seed Co

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026

pear- and oval-
shaped fruits

featuring green
stripes over a

white to crea
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Heat tolerant, disease resistant
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ucurbita argyrosperma

Cushaw (Or Pipian) Squash

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



Cucurbita argyrosperma

1. Green Striped Cushaw

Photos
1. Green Striped Cushaw Squash - Tru

elove Seeds

2. Orange Striped Cushaw Seeds - For

2026 Planting Southern Kershaw | TomorrowSeeds

2. Orange striped Cushaw

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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Pear shape with bent neck, orange stripes on creamy skin, light yellow flesh

https://trueloveseeds.com/products/green-striped-cushaw-squash?variant=21394576179280
https://trueloveseeds.com/products/green-striped-cushaw-squash?variant=21394576179280
https://trueloveseeds.com/products/green-striped-cushaw-squash?variant=21394576179280
https://tomorrowseeds.com/products/orange-striped-cushaw
https://tomorrowseeds.com/products/orange-striped-cushaw
https://tomorrowseeds.com/products/orange-striped-cushaw
https://tomorrowseeds.com/products/orange-striped-cushaw

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026

Cucurbita argyrosperma

3. Japanese Pie Pumpkin 4. Jonathon Pumpkin 5. Pipian from Tuxpan

Cushaw White
Pumpkin

Photos
3. davesgarden.com/pics/2014/09/18
4. And 5. Baker Creek Heirloom Seed Co found in this article https://www.sowanddipity.com/10-unusual-edible-pumpkins/
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Pear shape with bent neck, orange stripes on creamy skin, light yellow flesh


Cucurbita argyrosperma

Native American
heirloom. Round or
pear-shaped white fruit
with mottled green
stripes grown for its
seeds

Photos
6. hitps://www.thelostseed.com.au/silver-edged
7. www.sowanddipity.com/10-unusual-edible-pumpkins/

7. Tennessee Sweet Potato
Squash

American heirloom from
1847 good for pie

copyright Alison Hawthorn 202
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https://www.thelostseed.com.au/silver-edged
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/silver-edged
https://www.thelostseed.com.au/silver-edged




A. Cucurbita Genus

1.Cucurbita maxima
2.Cucurbita moschata

3.Cucurbita pepo
4.Cucurbita argyrosperma (formerly C.,mixta)

5.Cucurbita ficifolia

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



Cucurbita ficifolia squash

1. Chilacayote

Fig Leaf Gourd, Pie Melon, native to central Mexico

£ *‘l‘" =

large watermelon-like fruit up to 6kg and 20 cm in diameter
with bright white mild-tasting flesh, mature fruit is good in
jams,

up to 500 edible black seeds/fruit

Photo
https://www.australianseed.com/shop/item/squa
sh-chilacayote-cucurbita-ficifolia

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Cucurbitaceae family

Benincaseae tribe

B. Citrullus —watermelon

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



B. Citrullus lanatus

Seeds https://

LEAVES

> ¢ o '.:! 7‘. :,"‘.‘ ,,
deeply pinnately

lobed leaves

climbers.lsa.umichhedu/citrullus-lanatus/

ovate seeds
appearin many

colors: white,
yellow to brown,
black, or mottled

Round, various
sizes



https://climbers.lsa.umich.edu/citrullus-lanatus/
https://climbers.lsa.umich.edu/citrullus-lanatus/
https://climbers.lsa.umich.edu/citrullus-lanatus/

B. Citrullus lanatus

Jam Melon Watermelon Afghan or Camel

o
s S/

Ancestor of Bitter, poisonous,
watermelon, high in Sweet once ripe weed
pectin, drought
hardy

Photos:
1. https://wyww.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/mel@n-jam-preserving-red-

seeded-citrpn
2. & 3. mine

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2|026
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Watermelons Citrullus lanatus have been grown for at least 5000 yrs being found in Egypt
there’s 1200 cultivars worldwide!
Vary in flesh colour wth various shades of yellow, orange and red
Many commercial varieties now are infertile hybrids that are seedless

will cross with Afghan melons that are the same species
Afghan melon, wild melon is native to tropical and southern Africa, has large deeply lobed leaves, fruit up to 15 cm diameter are bitter and unpalatable.

https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/melon-jam-preserving-red-seeded-citron




Cucurbitaceae family

Benincaseae tribe

C. Cucumis—-cucumbers and melons

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



C. Cucumis species

“‘.“ . ‘1
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simple, dentate to

deeply palmately cm broad and long
lobed

unbranched tendrils yellow corollais <3 elliptic, compres
smooth,

Photo leaf and tendril https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cucumber
copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



C. Cucumis species

Nd

» ~

-
|

muskmelon,
cantaloupe, sweet
melon and honeydew

Cucumber and gherkin

Most cucumbers that
require pollination
are self-incompatible

1. https://www.happyvalleyseedsicom.au/products/cucumber-beit-alpha-lebanese?variant=3

3. C. melo var flexosus

Armenian or Yard long
Cucumber

648673333338

2. https://barossavalleyseeds.com.au/?s=mel(gn&post_type=product&dgwt_wcas=1
3. https://barossavalleyseeds.com.au/product/cucumber-armenian/

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026

4. C. myriocarpus

\

S AR G
Prickly paddymelon
from Africa, poisonous
globular fruitupto 2 cm
diameter are usually
yellow-green or have
green strip
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Presentation Notes
Some cucumber cultivars are parthenocarpic, creating seedless fruit without pollination



https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/cucumber-beit-alpha-lebanese?variant=39648673333338
https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/cucumber-beit-alpha-lebanese?variant=39648673333338
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https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/cucumber-beit-alpha-lebanese?variant=39648673333338




Cucurbitaceae family

Cucurbitaceae tribe

A. Cucurbita - pumpkins and squash
Benincaseae tribe

B. Citrullus —watermelon

C. Cucumis-cucumbers and melons

D. Lagenaria-gourds

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026



D. Lagenaria siceraria

FLOWER

White, open at night

alabash

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/g
https://Wwww.amazon.com/Typ

bs-Calabash-Lagenaria-

siceraria-Bottle
https://www.naatigrains.com/}

huy-bottle-gourd-seeds-

online

Eaten young as a mild
flavoured vegetable
or dried when mature
for utensils,
containers and
instruments

copyright Alison Hawthg

rn 2026
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Siceraria is the only cultivated species of this genus
The 3 other species are indigernous to Africa and people collect the gourds from the wild to use

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calabash
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.amazon.com/Types-Calabash-Lagenaria-siceraria-Bottle
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online
https://www.naatigrains.com/buy-bottle-gourd-seeds-online

D. Lagenaria (gourd-bearing vines)
Calabash, Bottle Gourd, L siceraria

Bottle-shaped Crook-necked Long Cucuzza, Indian Huge round gourd

Ht

Bowls and spoons

- y

Southern |

’;

113 2 1 -
Geese” cultivar aly,

Photo lendy Sutler climbing, long, thin, from Mali
. green fruit with white
flesh that tastes like
1. https://gpload.W|I<|med|a.orQ/W|I<|p pdia/commons/a/a2/Courge_encor green beans sl wikipedia.org
e_verte.|pg . c i
Not typically dried

3.
4. https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.pu/products/bottle-gourd-new-

guinea-bean-cucuzza?variant=396487414996954

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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Lagenaria contains six species, all of which are indigenous to tropical Africa
Only cultivated one is L siceraria
Calabash means house or shell in preRoman Spanish originally came from Asia, tropical and subtropical
Taken to Europe in 16th Century
Many cultivars
gourds contain cucurbitacins that are known to be cytotoxic at a high concentration
Juice is poisonous but not normally toxic when eaten

Cucuzza pronounced ku-koo-za are long slender fruits 40-100cm long, straight if grown on trellis, twisted if grown on ground, pale green edible fruits

When thoroughly mature and dried out they can be used to make all sorts of useful things

https://www.happyvalleyseeds.com.au/products/bottle-gourd-new-guinea-bean-cucuzza?variant=39648744996954
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Cucurbitaceae genera

A. Cucurbita - pumpkins
B. Citrullus —watermelon, Afghan melon

C. Cucumis-cucumbers and melons
D. Lagenaria—gourds

Sicyoeae tribe

A. Luffa-loofah

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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E. Luffa (hame of genus)

y - |

Yellow or Eaten young as burﬁpy edge

orange a mild
flavoured

vegetable or

https://www.thespruce.com/luff dried mature
a-plant-profile-4796761

for sponges ///
copyright Alison Hawthiorn 2026
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The names luffa and loofa are used interchangeably
My take on it is that luffa is the name of the species
click
The sponges are referred to as loofah

https://www.ambientebio.it/permacultura/page/6/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

E. Luffa

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/hc
dity-growing-guides/asian-vegetables/m-z
acutangulaem

- Loofah

Sin Qua
Luffa acutangular

rticulture/vegetables/commo
sin-qua-emluffa-

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2C

Sponge Gourd
Luffa aegyptiaca

26

https://www.happyvalleys
om.au/products/luff
sponge-gourd
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Spongelike dried flesh of fruit


Cucurbitaceae genera

Cucurbitaceae tribe

A. Cucurbita - pumpkins
Benincaseae tribe

B. Citrullus —watermelon

C. Cucumis-cucumbers and melons
D. Lagenaria—gourds

Sicyoeae tribe
E. Luffa-loofg]

right Alison Hawthorn 2026
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So that’s all of them!


Intervarietal
hybridisation WY W

Button Squash =
Cucurbita pepo

65

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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This example was making hybrids within the same species
2 different varieties mixed up their genes to make fruit different to either parent
This is why it matters if you want to keep your seed true to type



Interspecific
hybridisation

1.Cucurbita pepo

2.Cucurbita maxima
3. Cucurbita moschata
4.Cucurbita argyrosperma (formerly C. mixta)

, 4
{

copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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These 4 species are all the same genus. 
Occasionally they will cross within the Cucurbita genus across the species.  
For instance, pepo can cross with argyrosperma (click) and moschata (click), and moschata will cross with maxima (click). 
The pumpkin will still be the same as the parent plant it grows on, but the seed will produce sterile plants


Interspecific hybridization example

Tetsukabuto/Late Potkin Pumpkin

Photo:

https://www.localseeds.com.au/product/potkin-pumpkin/ copyright Alisen Hawthorn 2026
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Potkin is a maxima – moshchato hybrid 
It can’t self pollinate itself and needs another variety for pollination


Sechium edule Choko

LEAVES FLOWER

)

as a% ald all al?

Eaten young as a
Inconspicous mild flavoured
vegetable, the

whole fruitis

Fruit: https://www.mdpi.com/2223-7747/11/23/3309
copyright Alison Hawthorn 2026
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